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22 LEAVE IT TO WEAVER 


Sigourney Weaver recalls the year 
she spent preparing to play an 
autistic woman in Snow Cake 

| BY INGRID RANDOJA 


REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
Christian Slater looks to turn his 
slumping movie career around with 
Bobby. Here, the rejuvenated actor 
tells us why leaving America may 
have been his best career move yet 
| BY INGRID RANDOJA 


CURVY CRUZ 

Penélope Cruz on playing a real 
woman — you know, the kind with 
hips and attitude — in Volver 

| BY MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 


DOUBLE COVERAGE 

We Are Marshall's Matthew Fox and 
Matthew McConaughey talk about 
turning one of the saddest events in 
organized-sports history into an 
inspiring movie | BY EARL DITTMAN 


0 EDITORIAL 60 HOROSCOPE 


You were right to be suspicious 
SHORTS Sagittarius 
Give the gift of big-screen hockey, 
the Rocky statue returns home, 
and how many pigs does it take 
to make a movie? 


SPOTLIGHT 


Crystal Lowe celebrates Black Christmas 


62 FAMOUS LAST WORDS 
Heath Ledger, Gwyneth Paltrow and 
other stars talk about Christmas 


Holiday 


GiftGuide 


CHECK IT og. 40 


OUT! 
NAME OF THE GAME 


Thumbs up, thumbs down: surveying COVER STORY 


the year’s videogames 

36 DREAM ROLE 
THINGS Former Destiny’s Child singer- 
Prep for party season by giving turned-actor Beyoncé Knowles on 
yourself a red-carpet makeover playing diva Deena Jones in the 
highly anticipated adaptation of the 
Broadway musical Dreamgirls 
| BY BOB STRAUSS 


THE BIG PICTURE 


"Tis the season for The Holiday and 
The Pursuit of Happyness 


VIDEO AND DVD 
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s 
Chest sails into your home 
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Building the dream 


ord is, an early 20-minute excerpt 

from Dreamgirls that screened at 

Β΄Σ Cannes last May was spectacular. 
) ee Toronto Sun critic (and occassional Famous 
melee contributor) Bruce Kirkland wrote at 
= ΜΠ the time, “Bill Condon’s promising 
SO cucney eam ) adaptation of the Broadway musical was 
ΘΕ =. received...like a second coming of 
The Supremes, with foot stomping, 
whistles, applause and hoots of approval.” 

Fast-forward to August of this year, 
when the nearly finished film about 
a 1960s, Supremes-esque trio called 
The Dreams was test-screened, and once again the buzz was good. 

Dreamgirls: momentum has been building in another way as well. 
Ifyou think you’ve noticed more local productions of the play, you’re 
right. Usually, when an adaptation of a major musical is coming out 
on film, the studios prefer a monopoly and tie up the rights so that no 
one else can produce it. That’s what happened to one New York State 
theatre company that had to halt its very successful run of Chicago 
before the movie came out. 

But Paramount and DreamWorks, who co-produced Dreamgirls, 
took another approach. Instead, they decided to pay the royalty fees 
(about $7,000 U.S.) for any high school, college or community theatre 
company in the States or Canada that wanted to put on the show. They 
figured everyone who was in a production, or saw a production, of 
Dreamgirls was more likely to see the film. Now it’s time to find out. 

Much of the film’s success is riding on Beyoncé Knowles, the fashion- 
plate pop singer who used to front Destiny’s Child and has become 
even more popular as a solo artist. In “Beyoncé’s Movie Dreams,” 
page 36, Knowles makes her case for being taken seriously as an actor. 

Speaking of Cannes, one of this year’s hits was Pedro Almodovar’s 
Volver. In “Rounding Out Penélope,” page 28, Almodovar’s muse 
Penélope Cruz discusses the joys of shooting the film in platform shoes. 

One of the worst tragedies in sports history happened on 
November 14, 1970, when a plane carrying most of Marshall University’s 
football team crashed. In “The Comeback Kids,” page 32, co-stars 
Matthew McConaughey and Matthew Fox talk about why We Are Marshall, 
their movie about the disaster’s aftermath, is as hopeful as it is sad. 

Speaking of comebacks, with Bobby— Emilio Estevez’s fictionalized 
account of the hours leading up to Bobby Kennedy’s assassination 
— Christian Slater makes his return to quality filmmaking after 
years in the wilderness of straight-to-video and 
may-as-well-be-straight-to-video projects. In 
“Born-Again Christian,” page 24, Slater recalls 
getting that important call from Estevez, his old 
buddy from Young Guns II. 

And on page 22 you'll find “Into Her Head,” 
our interview with Sigourney Weaver about the year 
she spent prepping to play an autistic woman for 
the Canadian-made Snow Cake. —MARNI WEISZ 


JULIA ROBERTS, QUEEN LATIFAH AND OTHER STARS GET INTO THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
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Shorts | 


GIVE THE G' | OF HOCKEY 


tumped over what to buy the 
hockey fan on your gift list? 
Forget about the replica jersey, 
commemorative puck or that 
silly team flag you stick on the 
hood of a car. 
What they really want is 
the chance to see an NHL 
game live, on a wall-to-wall, 50- 
foot movie screen in 
High-Definition and with 
Dolby Digital Surround Sound. 
Cineplex Entertainment and 
The Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Edmonton Oilers, Vancouver 
Canucks, Calgary Flames and 
Ottawa Senators have joined 
forces to bring NHL excitement to 


the big screen at participating 
theatres. Imagine, drops of sweat 
the size of loonies, a bodycheck 
that sounds like colliding Volvos 
— now that’s hockey! 

And it’s affordable — an 
adult admission costs $10.95 
(plus tax), while $8.95 (plus tax) 
will get kids aged 3 to 12 a seat. 
Plus, to increase the you-are- 
there experience, there will be 
prizes, trivia, giveaways and 
appearances from NHL alumni and 
team mascots at select theatres. 

For a list of games and 
participating cinemas visit 
www.cineplex.com, or ask at 
your local theatre. —IR 


PUTTING THE 
PIG IN PIGLET 


f you see Charlotte’s Web this 
month, keep an eye on Wilbur and 
look for little changes. Truth is, 47 pigs 
were used in the making of the film, 
largely because piglets gain an average 
of one pound per day in the first few 
months of life. According to 
Paramount, the 47 little porkers “were 
all adopted by loving families” after 
the shoot. Whether that means 
families that love animals, or families 
that love bacon, wasn’t clear. —MW 


nticipating the release of this month’s Rocky Balboa, the 

Rocky statue (commissioned by in 1982 
for a scene in Rocky /I/) was finally given a permanent home this 
past fall at the base of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, not far 
from the museum steps Stallone famously climbed in the original 
movie. Stallone donated the 9-foot-11, 1,300-pound statue to the 
city in 1983, and it was placed at the top of the steps. But art 
aficionados deemed it was a movie prop, not art, and had it 
moved to the Wachovia Spectrum, then Veterans Stadium, and 
then finally the Wachovia Center, where it stood until it was 
placed in storage earlier this year. —IR 


The Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
Mats Sundin will appear 
much bigger than this 
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ROCKY PHOTO BY EDDIE MEJIA/KEYSTONE 


Spotlight 


ΟῚ ΝΕ 
has killer Christmas plans. 


hristmas at the Lowe 
house won't be very 
cheery this year, not with 


daughter Crystal starring ina 
remake of the classic Canadian 
horror flick Black Christmas. 
“We'll all go see it and check 
it out, but it’ll be hard for them,” 
says Crystal Lowe on the line 
from her Vancouver home. “My 
poor stepdad, he cringes every 


λα. 


time he sees me get killed, It 
drives him crazy. | did /nsomnia 
a few years ago and got beaten 
[to death] by Robin Williams 
and for a week it was, ‘That’s 
it, I’m never seeing another 
Robin Williams movie.’ I’m like, 
‘Dad, it’s not even him, it’s a 
stunt double.’ And he’s like, ‘I 
don’t care!’ He was so angry.” 
The 25-year-old actor and 


famous 16 


model has made her mark in 
horrors and thrillers with credits 
in Final Destination 3 and 
Snakes on a Plane. 

Directed by former X-Files 
Staff writer Glen Morgan, the 
update of the 1974 film stars 
Lowe as Lauren Holden, one 
of six sorority sisters who are 
terrorized over the holidays by a 
psychopath who grew up in their 


december 2006 


sorority house. 

“It’s a new script,” explains 
Lowe. “1 know Glen wanted to 
stay true to Bob Clark [the 
original film’s director] and his 
ideas, but he didn’t want to 
copy him. It’s just ready for a 
new generation, so it has to be a 
little more gruesome.” 

Gruesome Is a word you don’t 
immediately associate with 
Lowe. Born to a Chinese father 
and Scottish mother, Lowe is 
blessed with good looks, which 
were first spotted at a B.C. 
modeling competition. 

“My Chinese aunt pushed me 
into doing the Miss Teen Oriental 
pageant and | won,” she says, “| 
was shocked, and then | realized 
it was just another outlet for me 
being on stage, and | loved 
being on stage and performing 
so | started modeling.” 

However, acting was always 
her goal and she took sage 
advice from her mother when it 
came to choosing a role model. 

“My mom was always so 
worried when | was modeling, 
saying ‘I don’t want you to just 
rely on your looks, what if you get 
in a car accident? Your looks will 
be gone.’ My mom’s a professor 
of 18th-century English 
literature, she’s brilliant and 
she’s always been very focused 
on using your brain and not your 
looks. And | grew up with her 
going, ‘See Meryl Streep? That’s 
a real actress.’ And | was like, 
‘Yeah, yeah, you’re right!’” 

Although Lowe started acting 
and modeling at the same time, 
it’s taken time to build her acting 
resumé and she says It’s 
discouraging when people don’t 
take her seriously because of 
her modeling. 

“People look at your resume 
and think, ‘Aw, she’s just a 
model, she can’t act.’ Look, 
there are a lot of models who 
can’t act, and there are a lot of 
actors who can’t act. You have 
to open your eyes. Models get a 
bad wrap — ‘They must dumb 
because they are beautiful.’ 
And really, it’s not true.” 

—INGRID RANDOJA 
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WHEN TECHNOLOGY MEETS STYLE, 
THE RESULTS ARE SPECTACULAR. 
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now in theatres 


| BY INGRID RANDOJA 


Keisha Castle-Hughes, Oscar Isaac 
Catherine Hardwicke 
(Lords of Dogtown) 


DECEMBER 1 


VAN WILDER 2: THE RISE OF TAJ 
WHO'S IN [17 Karl Penn, Holly Davidson 

WHO DIRECTED? Mort Nathan (Boat Trip) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? His name may be in the 
title but frat boy Van Wilder (Ryan Reynolds) 
has disappeared, and this follow-up to the 
gross-out college flick Van Wi/der stars 
Penn as Taj, a VW protégé who heads to an 
English university to instruct uptight 
British students In the fine art of 


partying. 


TURISTAS 

WHO'S IN 1T? Melissa George, Josh Duhamel 
WHO DIRECTED? John Stockwell (Into the Blue) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Six college pals trekking 
through Brazil are kidnapped by nefarious 
types looking to harvest their organs. 


DECEMBER 3 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
DECEMBER TO DISMEMBER 

Check www.cineplex.com for a list of 
theatres where you can watch it live, and 
to buy tickets. 


DECEMBER 8 


APOCALYPTO 

WHO'S IN IT? Rudy Youngblood, 

Dalia Hernandez 

WHO DIRECTED? Mel Gibson 

(The Passion of the Christ) 

WHAT'S IT ABOUT? He said the right things 

to Diane Sawyer, but whether or not 

Mel Gibson’s transgressions have truly 
been forgiven will be decided by the general 
public, who will either support Gibson by 
going to see his subtitled, blood-soaked look 
at the end of Mayan civilization, or punish 
him with their absence. 


THE HISTORY BOYS 

WHO'S IN 117 Richard Griffiths, 

Stephen Campbell Moore 

WHO DIRECTED? Nicholas Hytner 

(Center Stage) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Set in the north of England 
in the 1980s, this adaptation of Alan 
Bennett’s award-winning play focuses on 
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~ eight unruly British schoolboys who take 
extra history lessons with two very different 
teachers to prepare for their university 
entrance exams. 


THE HOLIDAY 

WHO'S !N 117 Cameron Diaz, Kate Winslet 
WHO DIRECTED? Nancy Meyers 

(Something’s Gotta Give) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Amanda (Diaz) and Iris 
(Winslet) realize they can run but they 
can’t hide from love when they switch 
homes for the holidays and Amanda falls 
for English village hunk Graham (Jude 
Law), while Iris hooks up with Californian 
funny guy Miles (Jack Black). 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 

WHO'S IN 1T? Dyllan Christopher, Gina Mantegna 
WHO DIRECTED? Paul Feig (/ Am David) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? It’s Breakfast Club in an 
airport, as a bunch of kids get into 

loads of trouble when their flights are 
cancelled. 


BLOOD DIAMOND 

WHO'S IN 17 Leonardo DiCaprio, 

Djimon Hounsou 

WHO DIRECTED? Edward Zwick 

(The Last Samurai) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? The diamond trade isn’t 
thrilled with this action-adventure flick 
that sheds light on the more sinister 
aspects of its industry. DiCaprio stars 
as a South African mercenary (complete 
with correct accent) who teams with a 
fisherman from Sierra Leone (Hounsou) 
to retrieve a priceless pink diamond, 
which will be exchanged for the 
fisherman’s captive family. 


Give them an 
assortment of jams. 


Download hundreds of thousands of songs 
to your mobile phone for $20 a month. 
SPARK" a little big gift. 


DECEMBER 


SNOW CAKE 

WHO'S IN 117 Sigourney Weaver, Alan Rickman 
WHO DIRECTED? Marc Evans (My Little Eye) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? When the car he’s 

driving is blindsided by a truck and 

his passenger, Vivienne, is killed, Alex 
(Rickman) heads to Wawa, Ontario, 

to break the news to Vivienne’s mother 
(Weaver). To his surprise he finds a high- 
functioning autistic woman who draws 
him into her life. See Sigourney Weaver 
interview, page 22. > 
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JOE BADALIES 
RISTORANTE & BAR 


In the middle of Toronto’s bustling 
entertainment district lies this entertain- 
ing spot, great for groups of any size to 
gather before and after the big event. 
Joe Badali’s candlelit, cozy tables create 
a casually intimate atmosphere. Gather 
with your group in the 12,000 square- 
foot dining room or head downstairs to 
“The Overdraught,’ an authentic Irish 
Pub featuring a 50-foot cherrywood bar. 


156 Front St. W., Toronto 
ANG-97 7-3064 


THE CROOKED CUE 
ETOBICOKE 


A mix of exposed brick, polished hardwood, 
and plush armchairs surrounds you at the 
Crooked Cue, an upscale pool joint featured 
in “Canadas Top Pool Halls” on CBC/TSN. 
Cozy fireplaces light up The Cue’s twenty-five 
beautiful mahogany billiard tables during 
Saturday and Sunday brunches. The Crooked 
Cue also offers a fully equipped private room, 
which is available for corporate meetings. 
All in all, a unique serving of entertainment. 


3056 Bloor St. W., Etobicoke 
416-236-7736 


ESTABLISHMENT 


DISCOVER THE COMPLETE LIST OF 
GOLD STANDARD ESTABLISHMENTS 
AT STELLAARTOIS.COM. 
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>> THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
WHO'S (N17? Will Smith, Jaden Smith 

WHO DIRECTED? Gabriele Muccino (That’s [ὃ 
WHAT'S IT ABOUT? A homeless single father 
(Smith) spends his nights in shelters, parks 
and subway bathrooms taking care of his son 
(Smith’s real-life son, Jaden) while interning 
at a San Francisco brokerage house. 


ERAGON 

WHO'S IN [7 Edward Speleers, Jeremy lrons 
WHO DIRECTED? Stefan Fangmeier (debut) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Newcomer Speleers plays 
Eragon, a teenager who, along with his 
dragon Saphira and his wise mentor Brom 
(Irons), sets out to dethrone an evil king. 


THE GOOD GERMAN 

WHO'S IN IT? George Clooney, Cate Blanchett 
WHO DIRECTED? Steven Soderbergh (Solaris) 
WHAT'S IT ABOUT? It’s post-WWII Berlin and a 
journalist (Clooney) gets in too deep after 
an American serviceman Is killed on the 
eve of the peace-treaty signing. 


CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

WHO'S IN [17 Dakota Fanning, Siobhan Fallon 
WHO DIRECTED? Gary Winick (73 Going on 30) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This adaptation of E.B. 
White’s heartfelt tale of a spider named 
Charlotte who uses her smarts to try to save 
Wilbur the pig from the slaughterhouse calls 
on A-list talent such as Julia Roberts and 
Oprah Winfrey to voice barnyard creatures. 


DECEMBER 17 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
ARMAGEDDON Check www.cineplex.com 


for a list of theatres and to buy tickets. 
DECEMBER 22 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 

WHO'S IN IT? Ben Stiller, Robin Williams 

WHO DIRECTED? Shawn Levy (The Pink Panther) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A large Vancouver sound 
stage was used to replicate New York’s 
Museum of Natural History, the setting for 
this flick about a bumbling security guard 
(Stiller) who accidentally unleashes a 
curse that brings the displays to life. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

WHO'S IN [17 Matt Damon, Angelina Jolie 

WHO DIRECTED? Robert De Niro (A Bronx Tale) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Edward Wilson (Damon) is 
one of the first agents operating inside the 


newly formed Central Intelligence Agency, 
and while the work is meaningful, the 
danger, secrecy and politics within the 
agency take a toll on his personal life. 


WE ARE MARSHALL 

WHO'S IN 117 Matthew McConaughey, 
Matthew Fox 

WHO DIRECTED? McG (Charlie’s Angels) 
WHAT'S IT ABOUT? In 1970 a plane carrying the 
Marshall University football team crashed, 
killing 37 players. The film recounts the 
valiant efforts of new coach Jake Lengyel 
(McConaughey) to rebuild the program and 
the school’s spirit. See McConaughey and 
Fox interview, page 32. 


ROCKY BALBOA 

WHO'S IN IT? Sylvester Stallone, Milo Ventimiglia 
WHO DIRECTED? Sylvester Stallone (Rocky IV) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This sixth Rocky pic finds 
the former boxer running a restaurant in 
South Philly. Adrian has died, his son 
thinks he’s a joke, but Rocky’s ego gets a 
boost when the reigning, albeit 
discredited, heavyweight champ targets 
Mr. Balboa as his next opponent. 


BLACK CHRISTMAS 

WHO'S IN IT? Katie Cassidy, Crystal Lowe 
WHO DIRECTED? Glen Morgan ( Willard) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A deranged man hides in 
the attic of a sorority house over the 
Christmas holidays and starts to pick off 
the unsuspecting gals one by one. 

See Crystal Lowe interview, page 16. 


CHILDREN OF MEN 

WHO'S IN ΤΊ Clive Owen, Julianne Moore 

WHO DIRECTED? Alfonso Cuaron 

(Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? It’s 2027, a time in which 
women are infertile and the human race Is 
Slowly dying. But then a woman becomes 
pregnant and a burnt-out bureaucrat 
(Owen) is asked to lead her to safety. 


DECEMBER 25 


DREAMGIRLS 

WHO'S IN 1? Jamie Foxx, Beyoncé Knowles 
WHO DIRECTED? Bill Condon (Kinsey) 

WHATS IT ABOUT? Knowles, Jennifer Hudson 
and Anika Noni Rose portray the girl group 
The Dreams, who make their way to the 
top of the charts under the watchful 

eye of their sleazy manager (Foxx). See 
Beyoncé Knowles interview, page 36. 


Some films play only in major markets. All release dates subject to change. 
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INTErVIEW | SIGOURNEY WEAVER 


NTO HER 


Never one to shy away from a challenge, Sigourney Weaver 
plays an autistic woman in Snow Cake | sy inerip RANDOJA 


he Boy Scouts aren’t the only ones 
who like to be prepared. 

Two-time Oscar nominee Sigourney 
Weaver is notorious for researching roles 
before stepping in front of the camera. 
Her list of prep work includes studying 
footage of gorilla researcher Dian Fossey 
and learning gorilla behaviour for 
Gorillas in the Mist, and shadowing 
female executives for Working Girl. 

Even asmall scene in Alien Resurrection, 
which called for Weaver to dribble and 
shoot a basketball, inspired her to train 
for two weeks with a former college 
basketball player to learn how to dribble 
and nail a no-look three-point shot — 
which she did on the first take. 

So if she spent weeks learning to shoot 
a ball, how long do you think she spent 
preparing to play a high-functioning 
autistic woman? Try a year — most of it 


spent reading, visiting institutions and 
talking to doctors. 

In the drama Snow Cake, Weaver plays 
Linda Freeman, an autistic woman living 
in Wawa, Ontario (the film was shot on 
location in the northern part of the 
province). Linda’s very ordered life is 
turned upside down when Englishman 
Alex Hughes (Alan Rickman) arrives to 
inform her that her teenage daughter, 
Vivienne, has been killed in a car accident 
and that he was behind the wheel when it 
happened. 

“I knew it would take me a long time, 
and it did, but I needed it,” says Weaver 
about her long research period. Looking 
elegant ina crinkly dark skirt and a white 
blouse, the 57-year-old actor is seated ina 
Toronto hotel room during this year’s 
Toronto International Film Festival, where 
Snow Cake (a Canadian-UK co-production) 
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was screened as a Special Presentation. 

“T really had lots and lots of work to do 
to try and narrow in on Linda’s particular 
autistic conditions,” she says. “And I really 
thought I knew a little bit about autism, 
but really, I knew nothing.” 

Linda lives alone in an obsessively 
clean home, guided by rules only she 
can understand, which include never 
touching garbage and never allowing 
anyone into her kitchen. And sparkly 
objects fascinate her. 

Weaver gives a brave, controlled and 
very nuanced performance, which she 
credits to the time she spent with a woman 
who is very much like her character. 

“TI finally found this really lovely young 
woman who let me basically shadow her 
for a few days, taught me a lot of the phys- 
ical behaviour and went through the script 
and made a lot of contributions. I lived 
down the street in a hotel but she let me 
in her home. She actually made me a cup 
of tea in the kitchen, against her will, but 
her mother really wanted me to see how 
it would effect her. We didn’t use water 
from the tap and I took the teabag home 
with me because of the garbage issue.” 

And before you go thinking of this 
woman as weird or deficient, says Weaver, 
you should look in the mirror. 

“We’re all on the spectrum,” she says. 
“You go into Starbucks and see someone 
doing this [her knee bounces up and 
down], they are doing what you call 
autistic behaviour, but it’s what we do 
to stabilize ourselves if we feel uncom- 
fortable, or it’s pleasurable. I think the 
difference between us is not that much. 

“Although, it’s funny, autistic people 
call us neurotypical, which is a much 
better word than normal. They say, ‘Oh, 
you neurotypical people.’ That’s how 
they refer to us and they think of us as 
very needy. I mean, if you could hear 
them talk about the way we spend hours 
talking to each other!” @ 
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He’s had some wild days and made some bad movies, 
but with the release of Bobby, Christian Slater is looking 
to turn things around | By INGRID RANDOJA 
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Ithough it may seem like Christian 
Slater hasn’t made a movie for 
quite some time, the truth is he has, 
quite a few in fact, they just haven’t been 
very good. 

He played the invisible killer in this 
year’s Hollow Man II, which remained 
invisible on the big screen and went 
straight to DVD. In 2005, he headlined 
the tepid political thriller The Deal, the 
bland videogame adaptation Alone in the 
Darkand the much-maligned Mindhunters. 
Not exactly the list of movies you keep in 
your wallet in case you forget what to rent 
at Blockbuster. 

The irony is that while Slater was 
appearing in crappy movies — and 
continuing to make tabloid headlines with 
unruly behaviour — he was also turning 
heads with powerful performances on 
stage, earning raves for his work in the 
British production of One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nestand starring alongside Jessica 
Lange on Broadway in The Glass Menagerie. 
Working in the theatre keeps the 37-year- 
old actor honest, and it’s that kind of 
honest, simple work he puts forth in Bobby, 
a movie of which he can finally be proud. 

The drama, written and directed by 
Emilio Estevez, focuses on 22 characters, 
all of whom have assembled at L.A.’s 
famed Ambassador Hotel on June 4, 
1968, the day Senator Bobby Kennedy 
wins the California Primary and arrives at 
the hotel to make his victory speech. With 
the win, Kennedy becomes the frontrun- 
ner for the Democratic Party nomination 
and many feel he will become the next 
American President. Shortly after mid- 
night, as he’s taking a shortcut through 
the hotel kitchen to face assembled 
reporters, he’s shot in the head by gunman 
Sirhan Sirhan. He dies the next day. 

Slater stars as the hotel’s kitchen super- 
visor, Darryl Timmons, a semi-slimy guy 
and bigoted boss, who won’t let his largely 
African-American and Latino employees 
leave work to go vote in the Primary. Ina 
film filled with big name actors — Demi 
Moore, Anthony Hopkins, Sharon Stone, 
William H. Macy, Lindsay Lohan, Elijah 
Wood — playing idealistic, liberal-minded 
characters, Slater has the distinction of 
playing Bobby’s least likable guy. >> 
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as a birth date or phone number. 


By following these simple steps, 
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For more information, go to 
www.protectyourpin.com 
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“Bobby Kennedy was able to seep 
into the souls of everyone...and even 
a character like mine was able to 
display some humility,” says Slater 


»» The movie had its North American 
premiere at the Toronto International 
Film Festival, and it was in a Toronto 
hotel room that the very affable Slater sat 
down to talk to Famous about the movie 
and his career. 


Emilio Estevez called on a lot of 

old friends to help him make Bobby. 

How did he nab you? 

“P’ve known him for 15 years. We worked 
on Young Guns IT together — we tore up 
the West together and had a great time — 
but I really hadn’t seen him for a long 
time. Then I got this call out of the blue, 
he called me when I was in London and 
told me about this project, what it was 
about and who was involved, and I was 
really excited.” 


Your character represents the film’s 
anti-Bobby Kennedy sentiment. How did 
you feel playing a bigoted conservative? 

“It was fun. When I read the script I went, 
‘Oh boy, this is awkward, this is a little 
uncomfortable.’ But then I saw there is 
definitely a character arc, and someone 
like Bobby Kennedy was able to seep into 


the souls of everyone in a certain respect, 
and even a character like mine was able 
to display some humility and humanity.” 


How did you prepare for the role? 

“I just dove into it. I worked with the 
wardrobe person to get the right costume 
together. You know, the tapered, cheapy, 
imitation sharkskin suit. This guy was a 
climber, a mover and a shaker, and it was 
fun to be this guy.” 


How do you think the movie, which 

is set in 1968 but manages to say a lot 
about the state of American society today, 
will play in the U.S.? 

“It’s hard to project, to know what people’s 
attitudes are going to be. In talking to 
Europeans about the movie [the film had 
its world premiere at the Venice Film 
Festival] they said, ‘It’s about an America 
we remember and an America we miss.’ 
That really resonated with me, and 
certainly the issues and the topics the 
movie brings up are universal. Bobby 
Kennedy was a man of the people, who 
was also a leader who had faith in who we 
really, really could be.” 
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You’ve been living mostly in England for the 
past few years. Has your impression of the 
U.S. changed since living abroad? 

“I haven't been politically interested in any- 
thing in the States since the ‘chad’ election 
[2000 Presidential |. Since Bill Clinton left 
office I haven’t felt safe or comfortable, 
so I have been spending a lot of time in 
Europe and it’s just great to get outside 
of a particular environment and see a 
broader picture and just travel.” 


Where have you travelled? 

“T’ve been to some really amazing places. 
I went to this place called Ulusaba in 
South Africa [Richard Branson’s private 
game reserve], my son and I went on a 
safari there. Just getting to go there and 
see the local customs, the villages, how 
they’re living — there’s no electricity, no 
movies and no entertainment magazines 
— and it seemed to me everybody was 
happy. I was blown away by that.” 


Where are you living now? 

“I kinda bounce between London, 
New York and L.A. My kids [seven-year- 
old son Jaden and five-year-old daughter 
Eliana with ex-wife Ryan Haddon] are in 
L.A. so I spend a legitimate amount of 
time there but I don’t own property in 
L.A. I just stay with friends when I’m 
there, parachute in, swipe my kids and 
take them on trips and do things like that, 
be a dad and have a great time with them.” 


Do you think travelling and working in the 
theatre make you a better actor? 

“I think it certainly helps. Getting to 
know myself a little bit more, getting to 
understand what I like and just coming to 
the point of realizing that acting is a 
beautiful thing. I mean, the great thing 
about going to do theatre is that it’s a 
legitimizing experience. It couldn’t have 
been better. It seemed to have a pro- 
found effect on what people saw I was 
willing to do. And listen, I was having a 
great time!” 


Why do you think theatre has taken such a 
hold of your life lately? 

“I like schedule, I absolutely love that. 
With movies you spend a lot of time 
waiting, sitting around and it’s just 
different. Movies are just...different. 
When you go do a play you know what 
your job is, you get to tell that whole 
story that night, you re in and you’ re out, 
and it all works. And most times, if you’re 
lucky, you get applause.” @ 
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Expect a fuller performance trom the 

Spanish star in Pedro Almodovar’s Volver. Not only does 
Penelope Cruz show off a fuller figure, she also shows she can 
act with the best of them 1 By MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 


enélope Cruz likes to say that, for 
p'::. Pedro Almodovar directed 

her from head to toe. From head, 
because he demanded that the 32-year- 
old Spaniard’s beautiful, long black 
hair stay pulled back in a messy bun, and 
to toe because she was forced to wear 
platform shoes throughout the shoot. 

“It was much easier than having to actin 
high heels,” she says during an interview at 
the Intercontinental Hotel during the 
Toronto International Film Festival, where 


Volver had its North American premiere. 

The 16th film by Spain’s most famous 
director rests almost entirely on Cruz’s 
shoulders. Set in Spain, it revolves around 
three generations of women. At the centre 
of it all is Ratmunda (Cruz), a mother who 
is completely devoted to her daughter 
Paula (Yohana Cobo) and desperately in 
love with the very flawed Paco (Antonio 
de la Torre). But one violent act involving 
Paco and her daughter spins Raimunda’s 
life in an unexpected direction. 
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The film also follows Raimunda’s two 
sisters, her aunt and her dead mother 
Irene (Carmen Maura), who returns asa 
ehost after dying in a mysterious house 
fire. But as dark as all of that sounds, the 
film is as much a comedy as a drama. 

The role was a chance for Cruz, who’s 
featured in popular Dior and L’Oréal 
ad campaigns, to prove she’s not only a 
beautiful face, but can also act. Which it 
did — landing Cruz, and the film’s entire 
female cast, the ensemble Best Actress 
award at Cannes. Almodovar took home 
the prize for Best Screenplay. 

“Iwas extremely happy. But my memo- 
ries of the award ceremony are a little 
vague,” confesses Cruz. In fact, she 
doesn’t remember much of her time on 
La Croisette — the waterfront area where 
the festival takes place — other than the 
first time she saw the film. “I was in a state 
of shock. I would have given anything to 
have been able to restyle my hair or have 
worn a little more makeup.” 

And maybe had a slightly smaller rear 
end? During the shoot, Cruz was forced 
to wear a prosthesis to amplify her 
behind. “Normally, Iam a very cerebral 
actress, but not this time. Once I slipped 
into my fake backside, the energy came 
from somewhere else. Everything was 
coming through my butt. It was great! I 
am European and I don’t feel the 
Hollywood pressure that requires all 
women to be super-thin. Concerning my 
hair, however, 1 am much more picky,” 
she says with a laugh. 

Growing up in Madrid, Cruz spent 
long hours with her mother, a hairdresser, 
while her father worked in the business 
sector. Her parents were less than thrilled 
when, at 17, Cruz told them she wanted 
to quit school to pursue a career in the 
arts. “But they knew it was something that 
I had to do. They understood that my 
destiny was not to be found in school 
textbooks,” she explains. 

“When I used to come home from 
school I always wanted to show them what 
I had learned,” she continues. “I was very 
lucky to have very patient parents. ‘They 
watched all of my small school shows. 
They might not have been artists in life, 
but they were artists in their heart.” 

In addition to starring in both Spanish 
and American films, over the past couple 
of years Cruz has acted in French 
(Μααν, La Tulipe) and Italian (Sin noticias 
de Dios), two languages she has far 
from mastered. In fact, she had to » > 
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> memorize her lines phonetically. 

“ am stubborn. I like to work hard. 
The quality I like most in actors 15 bravery. 
We need a lot of it if we truly want to 
explore our characters. And with each 
new role we begin again.” 

Cruz has had many of these new 
beginnings. In the past 15 years she has 
starred in more than 40 feature films. “I 
hope I can still act when I am old,” she 
says, “but I don’t plan on keeping up this 
pace of work for the rest of my life.” 

So does the success of Volvermean Cruz 
will distance herself from American 
blockbusters to do more work in Europe? 
“My work in English in the United States 
is nothing more than the continuation of 
my work in Spanish. My goal is to portray 
the best characters possible. I really envy 
Juliette Binoche. She can play any role 


she wants in any country,” she says. 

“It was difficult to get recognized on 
American soil. I think what really helped 
me was that Hollywood was getting very 
cold and needed to warm itself up with 
actresses like Jennifer Lopez, Salma 
Hayek and me. We criticize Hollywood a 
lot but it often teaches the world a lesson 
in multiculturalism. The films that are 
done these days reflect more and more 
the richness of cultural diversity.” 

Cruz is happy to talk about Hollywood 
and culture, but don’t ask her to talk 
about her movie-star ex-boyfriends 
Tom Cruise or Matthew McConaughey. 

“In Spain, I have done so many inter- 
views for years now that journalists know 
to no longer even try to ask me about my 
personal life. All that I will tell you is that 
Iam avery loyal woman. Ever since I was 
16 [have had longterm relationships. My 
first relationship — with a man who had 
nothing to do with the film industry — 
lasted six years. It was the same thing with 
the second and third, three years each. 
The one with Tom lasted three years. It 
was only the last one [with McConaughey] 
that lasted a little over one year. And now 
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Top: Penélope Cruz shows off 
her fake booty in Vo/ver 
Below: Cruz with her man of 
the moment Pedro Almodovar 


that Iam single they invent love affairs for 
me every month. It’s laughable.” 

The big love of her life these days 
seems to be Almodovar, with whom she 
has made three films. She played a pros- 
titute in 1997’s Carne trémula (Live Flesh) 
and a pregnant, HIV-positive nun in 
1999’s Todo sobre mid madre (All About 
My Mother), which won the Oscar for 
Best Foreign Language Film. 

“Pedro is my priority,” she says. “My 
career and my life would not be the 
same without him. I can try and hide 
things from him, but it’s no use. He is a 
fearsome observer. I don’t know how he 
does it. He must be an alien. 

“And he knows exactly what he’s doing” 
she adds. “I will never tell him no. I have 
complete confidence in him. For example, 
when he was filming my plunging 
neckline while I was washing the dishes, it 
wasn’t erotic. It was poetry. For him, a 
woman ’s breast evokes maternity.” 

Head to toe...and everything in 
between. @ 


Mathieu Chantelors is the editor of 
Famous Québec. 


It’s a fact of life that even with birth control — accidents happen. When contraception 
fails, plan B® can reduce the risk of pregnancy by 95% if taken within 24 hours of sexual 
relations. If you can’t act right away, plan B® is still an option for up to 72 hours, although 
its effectiveness declines the longer you wait. plan B® does not protect against HIV 
or STDs/STIs, nor is it a replacement for your primary form of birth control. But if something 
does go wrong, don’t rely on chance. Take control. Take plan B®. 
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Spread the joy of the movies with 
the new Cineplex Entertainment gift card. 


teams with to rebuild a university 
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when a Southern Airways DC-9 began its descent toward it had on the victims’ families left behind in Huntington, 
Tri-State Airport, which straddles the border between Ohio —_ West Virginia, and the dubious future of Marshall’s football team. 
and West Virginia. That plane never reached the runway. “It’s avery sad, tragic story, but it’s also one about how people 


| was windy and rainy on the night of November 14, 1970, | McG, the film recounts that horrific night, but also the effect 


“The Marshall University football team was returning froman can pull together at the most painful time and hope for a 
away game in North Carolina and the plane hit some trees, better future,” adds McConaughey, unshaven and dressed 
crashed and they all died,” explains Matthew McConaughey, casually in jeans and a T-shirt for this New York City interview. 
one of the stars of We Are Marshall, which is based on that crash The team, known as the Thundering Herd, was flying home 
and its repercussions. Directed by Charlie’s Angels helmsman after losing yet another game in yet another losing season, >» > 


cineplex.com 
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FAMOUS PLAYERS 
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“This guy had a really tough job ahead of him,” says McConaughey. “I know 


it 


what it’s like when there’s a brick wall in front of you” 


> p they had won only 22 games in 10 years. In addition to 
37 of Marshall’s football players, five crew members, eight 
coaches and 25 family members and supporters died in the 
crash, which was eventually attributed to pilot error. Yet several 
players who hadn’t made the trip because they were sidelined 
or injured remained, as did the team’s assistant coach 
William “Red” Dawson, who drove home from North Carolina 
after the game. So the debate over whether or not to keep the 
team going began. 

Matthew Fox, who is no stranger to plane crashes thanks to 
his starring role on TV’s Lost, plays Dawson. “Doing a season of 
Lost is really intense and tiring, so you’re not always anxious to 
do anything but rest during your hiatus between seasons,” 
explains Fox in Los Angeles a few months after McConaughey’s 
interview. “But when you come across a screenplay as moving 
and genuine as this one, you just can’t pass it up. If I was going 
to spend my time off doing something worthwhile, this was it.” 

Dawson took over as head coach, but with the understanding 
that he would only do it until they found a permanent replace- 
ment, so the university recruited coach Jack Lengyel (played by 
McConaughey) to rebuild Marshall’s football team. 

“This guy had a really tough job ahead of him,” says 
McConaughey. “I know what it’s like when there’s a brick wall 
in front of you and you re trying to get to the other side. I mean, 
it’s the year after the accident and a small town and its families 
and players are faced with that unbelievable grief and the 
question, ‘What do we do?’ Half of the people want to shut the 
program down and go out gracefully, and the other choice is to 
keep the program alive. And Jack helps them deal with grief 
and helps them to move on.” 

“You can’t make up a story as compelling and inspiring as 
what happened to them,” says Fox. 


While filming took place primarily in Georgia and Louisiana, 
many cast members travelled to West Virginia to talk with their 
real-life counterparts and the townspeople who lived through 
the tragedy. 

“Doing films based on real people or actual events can be 
tricky,” says McConaughey. “You want to make sure that you get 
as much of what happened right, but you also have to condense 
a lot of what happened into two hours or so. That’s when the 
writers have to be careful with the dramatic license they take. 
You don’t want to insult anybody by changing the facts. It’s a bit 
of a tightrope walk.” 

And it isn’t any easier for the actors, adds McConaughey. “You 
don't just want to imitate the person, whether you meet them 
or watch films or tapes of them. More than anything, you want 
to bring your interpretation of them to life. What you really 
want to do is give the viewers a glimpse into their soul. You want 
to present their essence and not just a caricature.” 

After starring in a string of romantic comedies, including 
Failure to Launch, Sahara and How to Lose A Guy in 10 Days, 
McConaughey says it was time for him to tackle a drama. “I love 
doing a romantic comedy, but after doing a couple of hit ones 
in a row, you get typecast — you’re ‘Matthew, the Romantic 
Comedy Guy’ to producers and studios,” he explains. “So this 
script came along at the perfect time for me. I was looking for 
something very serious and real and it fit the bill.” 

Fox, now one of the highest-paid actors on television thanks 
to Lost, has also earned the right to be picky. “’m not always 
having to worry about my next paycheque. I’m interested in 
doing films that will stand the test of time. ’'m looking for 
quality,” he says, “not particularly quantity.” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based entertainment writer. 
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Pertect moments know no season. At least, not 

when youre at the wheel of the amazing Lexus 

IS 250 with all-wheel drive. Its highly sophisticated 

system manages throttle, brakes and all four wheels 
simultaneously, helping deliver maximum traction 

and control in all weather conditions. So you can take 
full advantage of one of the world's finest performance 
automobiles, anytime you choose. Pursue the moment. 


Visit lexus.ca or call 1-800-26-LEXUS today. 


A LITTLE THING LIKE TRACTION 


lexus.ca 


SHOULD NEVER COME BETWEEN YOU AND 
YOUR PURSUIT OF A PERFECT MOMENT. 


Ovexus 
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Story | BEYONCE KNOWLES 


Pop diva Be’ tackles her first starring role as 


lead singer of The Dreams In 


eyoncé Knowles as glamorous pop 

diva Deena Jones in the movie 

version of Dreamgirls? Sounds like 
the biggest Hollywood no-brainer since, 
well, Diana Ross was tapped to play 
Billie Holiday for Lady Sings the Blues. 

But according to the music-biz phenom 
from Destiny’s Child, landing the role 
took some convincing. 

“The director wasn’t sure that I could 
play the part,” explains the 25-year-old 
singer /songwriter/actor/spokesmodel/ 
designer during an interview at L.A.’s 
Four Seasons Hotel. “I had to audition for 
it and prove myself. But after they saw 
that, they said, okay, she’s Deena.” Duh. 

Although the hit Broadway musical is 
loosely based on the rise of, and rancour 
within, Ross’s legendary soul group 
The Supremes, Knowles’s own girl group 
experienced similar success, tensions and 
sisterly bonding over the years. Also like 
Ross, Knowles has gone on to establish an 
outstanding solo recording career and 
a notorious glamour-girl persona. And 


| BY BOB STRAUSS 


she’s handled herself adequately in a 
handful of undemanding movie roles 
(Austin Powers in Goldmember, The Fighting 
Temptations, the Pink Panther remake). 

Deena’s the prettiest of The Dreamettes 
— an R&B trio fronted by Effie White 
(played by American Idol contestant 
Jennifer Hudson) that gets its start singing 
backup for R&B legend James “Thunder” 
Early (Eddie Murphy). But when the 
group is discovered by an ambitious 
manager, Curtis Taylor Jr. (Oscar-winner 
Jamie Foxx), who turns them into a 
white-friendly pop group and renames 
them The Dreams, Effie is quickly 
pushed aside to make room for the more 
attractive Deena. 

“I don’t think people have any idea of 
what I can do as an actor,” says Knowles. 
“Even though I am playing a singer, this 
part in Dreamgirls gives me a chance to act. 

“There are some very dramatic scenes 
that have nothing to do with music,” she 
continues. “Some emotional scenes — 
there are all of these different colours. 
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The Dreams, from left: 

Jennifer Hudson, 
Beyonce Knowles and 
Anika Noni Rose 


Deena starts out at 16 with no makeup, 
bushy eyebrows, crazy wig...and grows up 
and butterflies into a diva. It’s great to be 
able to play someone with range. I’m so 
excited that I’m able to challenge myself.” 

That’s nothing new. Ever since she was 
a little girl growing up in Houston, Texas, 
Knowles has pushed herself. Though 
managed by her father Mathew, she 
claims that the show business aspirations 
were always her idea, not her parents’ 
(mom Tina designed Destiny’s Child’s 
revealing costumes, and she and Beyoncé 
are partners in the House of Dereon 
clothing line). 

The standard line is that Knowles was 
overcompensating for being shy. 

“Probably, yes, I became a performer to 
get out of it,” Knowles admits. “I don’t say 
I’m shy anymore. I’m just kind of quiet and 
calm and I observe. When I’m not work- 


ing, [just like being. I guess I come out of 


my shell when I’m on the stage, and now 
I’m learning that I can do the same thing 


in films with different characters.” >» 


A great film 
can give your skin 
goosebumps. 
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cover | story | BEYONCE KNOWLES 


“There are some very 
dramatic scenes that have 
nothing to do with music,” says 
Knowles. “Some emotional 
scenes — there are all these 


different colours” 


> P Whatever the impetus, the upward 
trajectory of her career is astonishing. 

“I started singing when I was four,” she 
begins reciting, “I started with Destiny’s 
Child when I was nine. We got a record 
deal when I was 12. We got dropped, we 
got another one when I was 14. Our single 
came out at 15, went Number One at 16. 
Since then, put out an album a year and, 
the past four years, a movie a year.” 

And like many a showbiz type, Knowles 
dates another industry hotshot — rapper 
and record executive Jay-Z, who appears 
on her hits “Crazy in Love” and “Déja vu.” 

But even with nine Grammy Awards 
under her belt, Knowles is definitely 
playing in a new league with Dreamgirls. 

That initially skeptical director is 
Bill Condon, who wrote the screen adap- 
tation for the last Oscar-winning musical, 
Chicago, and has his own Academy Award 
for writing the acclaimed Gods and 
Monsters, which he also directed. 

Despite the heavy-duty talent and 
the demanding expectations that come 
with them, Knowles says the cast, which 
includes Anika Noni Rose and Sharon Leal 
as the other Dreams, got along famously. 

“First of all, we had two months to 
rehearse,” she notes. “That allowed me 
and the other ladies to really bond. We 
have such a great chemistry together 
and it’s real; even off-screen we do little 
crazy things that friends do.” 

That must have struck close to home. 
Despite personnel conflicts in earlier 
incarnations of Destiny’s Child, and now 
having officially made their last album 
together, Knowles says she’s still tight with 
her last two D.C. partners, Kelly Rowland 
and Michelle Williams, and hopes they’ ll 
perform as a trio again. 

“I’m blessed to have worked with two 
people that I do love,” she says, then 
adds of one-time roommate Rowland, “We 


shared bathrooms! We shared a room 
and clothes and everything. So we’re 
sisters — really we are, that’s forever.” 

Which is somewhat more pleasant than 
what went down with The Dreams. Or, 
even moreso, The Supremes. Well aware 
that many feel the musical reflects poorly 
on Diana Ross, Knowles is quick to point 
out that, although she definitely used 
Ross as ἃ reference, she did so in the most 
respectful terms. 

“’m a very big fan of Diana Ross,” 
Knowles says. “And I’ve become even 
more of a fan of her now that I’ve seen so 
much footage of her that I wouldn’t have 
otherwise seen. I just watched everything. 
And this movie is not directly based on 
her, it’s very different in a lot of ways. But 
she is my inspiration, and 1 had pictures 
of her all over my trailer, and I listened to 
The Supremes every day. 

“She was great in Lady Sings the Blues, 
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she was a very successful singer and very 
glamorous,’ Knowles adds. “But I love a 
lot of different people. I guess I’m the 
biggest fan of Tina Turner.” Too bad 
What's Love Got to Do With It has already 
been made. But whatever else comes 


along, it seems Knowles will somehow 
find a way to step up to the challenge. 

“Every movie I do, I learn a little bit 
more,” she says. “After going on auditions 
and not getting some movies and getting 
some movies, and having more life 
experiences and taking a couple of acting 
classes, I realize that Iam an actor and I 
can really do this. 

“lm very ambitious,” she concludes, 
reasonably enough. “There was always 
something about me, since I was a little 
girl, that was just different.” @ 


3 


Bob Strauss is an L.A.-based 
entertainment writer. 


9} 18.6:1Π|}}: 


FOllday. 


3» }tGuide 


From little to big, we've got 24 great ways 
to cross people off that list 
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. © COUNTER COFFEE SHOP 
. Whether the family wants 
lattes, cappuccino, coffee, 
espresso, hot chocolate or tea | 
after the big meal, making it’sa Og AND SHINE 
Snap with the Tassimo ™" Festive but elegant, 
Hot Beverage System | this Sterling Silver 
($199, The Bay). @@ and Onyx Necklace 
($130, Winners) will 
ἃ ὃ instantly transform 
' Re a simple dress : 
®@ intoastunning @& 


@ = ἃ 
ὶ 'Φ party outfit. Φ' 


When it comes to 

holiday gifts, the 

package is almost as 

important as what’s 

inside. IKEA has some 

great options, including 

these ISIG Red Gift i 

Boxes ($3 forasetof3, ὁ AWATCH THAT’S GOING PLACES 
IKEA). But don’t call For the serious traveller on your list, this 


those little guys handsome TX 500 Series World Time £5 : aM, Completely remastered. @ iPod nano 


gnomes, in Sweden Watch ($495, preferred jewellers) 


they’re “tomten.” simultaneously tells the time for af i “ } ᾿ TM & ©2006 Apple Computer, Inc. Don’t steal music. 1-800-MY-APPLE or visit www.apple.ca/ipodnano 
24 major cities around the world. Ἂν 
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GOOD, CLEAN FUN ο---. C) ΄ 
" “ COOL MINTS These star-shaped Spongeables S.. 
ee Te ἕω: 5 ἃ Every stocking has Visage ($10, www.carylbaker ; 
ΑΝ ἴο have something ήςαρβ. οπΊ for salons) are ᾿ & 
sweet tnet cele) sweet. We suggest —_ infused with a creamy bath gel 
ον enc ME ae Sek that foams up when wet. And , 
ench and Frosted the relaxing cucumber-melon scent ote 
: 5 ($5. 90 fo will wash away that holiday tension. 7 oe * 
fee Laura Secord Δ 
stores). ᾿ 
RETRO LIP GLOSS ὁ. ae 


Let’s face it, for the most ~ 
part, gloss is gloss is gloss. 
ἐν the ἐν Canadian line 
Balmshell ($25, Holt Renfrew) 
comes in 10 of the coolest 
tubes you'll ever see. Each 
colour has a corresponding 


STICKY SNAPS e 
Photo eae are SO ape 


Post-it brand P aper ($10 for theme (this one’s called =e? 
25 Ax6- inch ee Cees lets “Shopaholic”) with a scenario ᾿ _— 
you peel and stick your pictures to that changes as you tilt the = 
anything you want — lockers, = tube — just like those MOTOROLA RAZR NOKIA 6275i LG 3300 SAMSUNG a640 
cards, journals, scrapbooks... _® SPARKLE LIKE A STAR pens from the ᾽705. 
ΕΝ Ο From Revlon’s Star Style 
— 5---55...ὃὕ seal comes this roll-on § Eyes Eyeshimmer in 


Turquoise Twinkle ($12, ee oe for 
Kate othe ἡ 5 perfect for blondes. 


Ἂ i> ΞΕ < “We ; rd Not every party serves vanilla martinis, and not 
ΑΕ BREE ἃ καὶ 7} i every host appreciates the joys of making fondue. 
“ — ee ir | For those gatherings where beer and pork rinds 
DO YOU will more likely be served, we recommend 
- © FONDUE? Pans ene TeNae ous D’s new CD 
Τὰ bal“ The Pick of Destiny ($20, record 
Show up toa 
: Mt, “ stores), the cond: eek from the 
dinner party with ον» 


' Jack Black movie of the same name. 
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ΒΥ PhAAAlAtA 
and Unocolate 


the sonic stylings of Meatloaf and 
Ronnie James Dio, both of whom 
appear in the movie. 


Fondue Pot ($10 and 
Second Cup) and 
you might just get 
to sample some 
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! MARTINI ANYONE? ο΄ ΡΝ β 

! Don't know the first thing about choosing a bottle of : MANOR RASF BERR 

' wine? Skip it, and go with this Absolut Vodka Five-Pack ΚΡ. ἜΧΕ 

: ($12.75, liquor stores). Each bottle features a pore Spe 

| different flavour — Absolut Mandrin, Absolut Citron, < aaron ae = 

| Absolut Apeach, Absolut Raspberri and Absolut Vanilia. 2S ae ν᾿ 
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“Virgin Mobile” and the Virgin Mobile logo are trade-marks of Virgin Enterprises Ltd. and used under license by Virgin Mobile Canada. 
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THE COMPLETE BOND eer ty Bs pe Si b ᾿ 
For the James Bond fanatic, MGM _ ἊΝ 
offers these four wes sets of OO7’s 
Seas the Je 


Editions ($120 each ne des oe 


~ ς Β and Tiltimata 


“ae them all and you'll own every 
official Bond film made, except for 
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: last month's Casino Royale. But the ee on DVD for the first time, Star Trek: The At \ 
i appeal merely begins with the movies, Series ($76, video stores) ese all 22 pnicoces of the ] 
each set Is also packed with bonus kitschy cartoon that resurrected the crew of the | 
, material, including never-betore-seen Starship Enterprise four years after their flesh-and-blood | 
᾿ς footage from the Bond archives, version went off the air. It ran on NBC for two seasons | 
deleted scenes, interviews and (1973-1974) and most of the original stars returned to 
| featurettes. voice their characters, including William Shatner, Leonard 
a Nimoy, Nichelle Nichols and George Takei. Bonuses include 
- : ' 
! a photo gallery, commentaries, storyboards and featurettes. 
Ι 
Ι i 
Ι ᾿ 
! e THE HOLY GRAIL OF GIFTS 
People who love The Da Vinci Code just can’t get enough 
of Dan Brown’s puzzles and back-story. The Da Vinci Code 
Gift Set ($104, video stores) includes the 2-Disc Special 
Edition Widescreen version of the movie (with more than 
ΘΟ minutes of bonus features), but it also comes with a 
| working replica of the cryptex and a reproduction of 
Robert Langdon’s journal. ! 
| | 
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Ι Ι 
Ι Ι 
! . ᾿ Ι 
! , DO-IT-YOURSELF PRESENT EFFORTLESS APPEAL 
! - | 7 Know someone > who needs a hobby? 
: | ; : This easy to follow Crochet book from Klutz 
᾿ Ι ($30, ἘΝ Ὸ comes with sien ine 
ΝΥ ΝΕ I 
STILL HAVEN’T FOUND WHAT 9.ο«- they’ll need to get started, including yarn, | 
! YOU’RE LOOKING FOR? buttons, needles and a carrying case. : 
‘From a Dublin kitchen in 1975 to world _ The eclectic designs range trom the: 
' domination three decades later, U2 is one of ubiquitous scarf to a mini-purse, glasses 
| the most enduring rock bands of all time. In case and cap. 
the lavish coffee table book U2 By U2 ($50, 
' bookstores) Bono, The Edge, Adam Clayton and 
Larry Mullen Jr. tell their story in their own words 
via page after page of quote-form anecdotes. 
I 
Ι 
! Ἶ _-© EYE-POPPING POP-UP | 
ἥ Ἂς ) Quite possibly the most amazing pop-up book you'll 
= aS y a= ever see, Castle: Medieval Days and Knights ($25, 
~~ “is Ww . . . 
=> / bookstores) is a sheer marvel of paper engineering. 
Each page is more amazing than the last with a I 
Ἢ ᾿ Ι 
αν v 0 οὐ seemingly endless array of things to pull out and ! 
Ly cee 7 , pop up on every spread, including a bustling 
do, ἐξά; μεῖς castlescape, spinning maiden, jousting 
N knight, working catapult and elaborate feast. 
Ι 
Plus, the rich and informative : 
ΠῚ narration is written with both kids oil 
and adults in mind. oo 
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“One of 
the most 
important 

films of 
our time” 


Jeffrey Lyons, NBC’s Reel Talk 


is now the DVD 
you must... 


aninconvenienttruth 


GLOBAL oom 


ΔΙ Core 


presents a dated 


e 
minute mation. 
Also includes i 


ou can 
thing sy h elp. 


“ie doesn't matter whe ther you're a 


Republican or Democrat, Ibe ΜΠ 9 ΞΟΠΡΕΡΥ ΤΣ 
n 
your mind will be changed in a nanosece 


“You owe it to yourself 
to see this film” 


Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun Times 


‘www.climatecrisis.ne 


WWW. paramount.com/Romeentertainment 


The book An Inconvenient Truth available from Rodale. 
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ROBOT ENGINEERING 101 ὁ. 
Build your very own walking robot 
with the Mindstorms NXT ($380, 

toy stores). The kit comes with a 32-bit 
microprocessor “brain,” Sound speakers and 
Bluetooth technology to create a sophisticated 
robot of your design in as little as 30 minutes. 
Plus, sensors in the eyes measure distance, 
sensors in the ears recognize sound commands, 
and finger sensors respond to touch. 


ch 
_ 


THE BIG, BIG, BIG-TICKET ITEM ο΄ 
Turn your living room into a movie theatre with 


DREAMING OF A ὁ 
WHITE CELLPHONE 
Just released in clean, sleek 
white, 


($5,000, electronics stores) featuring Virtual Dolby 
and 1080p resolution. Plus, you can connect it 
to your PC and access MP3 files or jpegs using 
the remote. 


($80 with a three- 
year term, Telus) features a 
2-megapixel camera with 
LED flash, a built-in MP3 
player and FM radio, 
Bluetooth technology, video 
capability and customizable 
video ring tones. 


WEAR YOUR ... 
PHONE ᾿ 
Take incoming phone 
calls or listen to music 
from a compatible 
mobile device with 
. Shown here 
are the 
($199, www.burton.com 
for retailers) and the 
($300, 
online at www.oakley.ca), which 
use Oakley’s High Definition Optics lenses. 


...OR WATCH YOUR PHONE ©& 


($450, sonystyle.ca) communicates with 
your cellphone so that when a call comes 
in, the caller’s name or number flashes 
across your watch. If you can’t take the 
call, the push of a button will send 

them to voicemail. 
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GET MORE OF YOUR FAVOURITE MOMENTS THIS HOLID Be ! SEAS 


, US At LE. 


| “Every time a bell rings, 
"an angel gets its wings.” 


RAMOUNT AND DREAMWORKS 
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HMV great CD gift ideas 


SAM ROBERTS 
Chemical City 


: The new album features 44 new sam Ρ 
- Roberts Band tracks including the chart : 
: topping hits ‘The Gate" and "Bridge 10 : 
: Nowhere" plus the brand new single "with : 


aca THE TRAGICALLY 
| hy 


World Container 


With the release of 
World Containers 
first single, ᾿ 
View”, Tragically 
Hip fans could 
barely contain their 
enthusiasm for the veteran Canadian 
band's eleventh album. 


Produced by the legendary Bob Rock 
(Metallica, Our Lady Peace) and recorded in 
Maui, Toronto and Vancouver, this new 
collection hones the Hip's trademark sound 
while losing none of its idiosyncrasies. 


give 


the HMV σ 


ift card 


Juno-Award winning ; 
Canadian Rocker : 
Sam Roberts ; 
returns tO the ; 
spotlight with : 
Chemical City, the : 
: follow up to his : 
> Platinum selling debut album We Were : 
> Born In A Flame. : 


: Wilk’s heavy; swaggering 
ἢ Revelations unites Chris Cornell's signature : 
: rock-god rasp and tom Morello’s guitar : 


JOHNNY CASH 


American V: 

A Hundred 
Highways 

Johnny Cash's final 
studio recordings, 
including the tracks 
"God's Gonna Cut 


“These songs are Johnny's final statement. 
They are the truest reflection of the music 
that was central to his life at the time. This Is 
the music that Johnny wanted us to hear.” 


-Producer Rick Rubin. 


AUDIOSLAVE 
Revelations 


drummer Brad 


pyrotechnics into a powerful double-barreled 


; punch. First single «Original Fire,” marked by : 
: its funky strutting bassline and incendiary : 
> guitar solo, sets the table for an all-you-can : 
> eat banquet of full-bodied rock. Pound for : 
: pound, no band alive rocks harder. : 


Audioslave return ἢ 
with Revelations. : 
Boasting ἃ fuller Ὁ 
back end driven by : 
bassist Tim : 
Commerford and : 


rhythms, : 


HOCKEY: CANADA 
A People 4s RUSSIA ‘72 
History : Originally aired Ea 


CBC Television > 
continues its Ὁ 
excellen ts 
: documentary : 
: series A People’s History; this ; 
: time turning their sights on : 
> Canada’s Game. Featuring 8 : 
> very comprehensive look at : 
: the origins of the game (men’s : 
> and women’s) and narrated by : 
> actor Paul Gross, Hockey: A : 
: People’s History ἰ8 an ἢ 
: enlightening and in-depth look : 
: at a very vital part of our : 
: national history- : 


as a miniseries 
on B 
Television this 
year, Canada 
Russia ‘72 is ἃ 
superb dramatization of the 
Cold War hockey series that 
gripped a nation. Directed by 
T.W. Peacocke and with 
standout performances from 
David Berni as Phil Esposito 
and David Miller as Paul 
Henderson, this ἰ8 
unmissable account of a pivotal 
piece of Canadian history. 


DON CHERRY 
18 


Don Cherry is 
back with 
yolume 18 of 
his incredibly 

lar 


WWE 

Roddy Piper 
Story: Born to 
Controversy 


"Rowdy" Roddy : 
Piper (also : 


THE ULTIMATE 
FIGHTER 


Season 2 


48 of the best 
Mixed martial 
Arts. fighters, 9 
ee Heavyweights : ° 
and 9 Welterweights, havecome ἢ : Rod) was one of the most : 
from around the world to Las : potent personalities on the : 
Vegas with one dream... to be - World Wrestling Federation ἃ 
named The Ultimate Fighter™ > circuit throughout the 4980s : 
and given ἃ contract in the : and 1990s. This biography : 
Ultimate Fighting : documents his incredible rise : 

Championship™ organization. > and chronicles the conflict : recent memory and this wrap- 
Includes Fighter Profiles, Behind- > with Hulk Hogan, culminating : up disc is a must-own for any 
the-Scenes material 2 : in the first-ever Wrestlemania. : fan. 

Ultimate Fighter Auditions. : Roddy Piper truly was born to : 

ἢ controversy. : 


the best rock ‘em sock eM 
moments from the 2005-2006 
season, including the playoffs. 
Last season was undoubtedly 
one of the most exciting in 
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HOCKEY A PEOPLE’ ᾿ 
: E’S HISTORY: i 
Summit Films. All Ri ve OnE οι 
1s. All Rights Rese ) Warner Bros. Entertainm ; 
ὁ εἰδὴ μέσοι EAP herr ες Canada by MAPLE PICTURES. Hed ἘΠΝΛΠῚ Ale 
, likenesses a y Motion Pi Py cans . All Ri ‘72: Pro 
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restling Entertainm . All other trademark : Y PIPER STORY: The | liance Atlantis* 
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NOT TO KIDS 
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Supplying tobacco to anyone 
under 19 is against the law 


www.ntk.ca 
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CANADA'S NEXT TOP MODEL. 
Introducing Ford Edge. On runways this fall. From $32,999 MSRP. 


Purchase a new 2007 Ford Edge SE for $32,999 MSRP. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offer excludes freight ($1,250), license, insurance 
and all applicable taxes. Dealer may sell for less. Limited time offer. Offer may be cancelled at any time without notice. See Dealer for details. 
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er ($90 for 
, Holt Renfrew) has a flirty, 
candy-like morello cherry topnote, 


which appeals to our girlie side, = he 
while its amber basenote is ig ἂν = 
sophisticated and heady, for our Sp TT gtd a | 

more mature self. > Wh 4 si, : 


© Get more mileage out of your 


holiday wear by going chic and < =" ἣ a 
Tips to make your big entrance memorable | By LIZA HERZ black for your basics and getting hy δ SG ἡ 
the bling in the details. We 5 ν — ῸῸ 
guarantee this sleek Wrap-Front Top iP = ς ες ᾿ς 
is the closest a non-celebrity ($40, Reitmans) paired we plain / ‘Al τες δ \ 
sets to ἐπε: 8 the red carpet. ΓΛ ΠΝΕῚ there may be no photographers jostling each ain poset or ey eh wll Ρ : 5. : = » py | 
ecome a party staple. f - ς yo 
other to take your picture, there are other nerve-wracking elements to consider: people | ' " My 
scrutinizing your look, whether you can really walk in those shoes and, finally, “did I choose O Slick P | ν ἡ ᾿ i! | \ 
the right outfit?” Here at Lamous, we are all about the easy, yet dramatic, transformation, Gold Lipgloss ($20, repress Drug ᾿ j eA Ὗ 
achieved with a hefty dose of party sparkle. A sprinkling of shimmer on the face (and hair Mart) over bare lips for instant | =. ὶ Δ 
and lips) gives holiday gleam without having to resort to an over-the-top clothing statement. gilding or over your daytime colour a ἃ 4 i 
Our best piece of pre-party advice? Polaroid your outfit to get a sense of how you look for shimmer with colour and depth. . f 4 
before heading out. The pros do this to avoid the humiliation of being mocked on celebrity Bonus: we swear It tastes like Pez. . RB \. 
fashion mistake websites like Go Fug Yourself (http://gofugyourself.typepad.com/). Oth | | | Ὶ 
, mesa Bag ($150, www.jeannelottie.com . 
oN ceomanameme| for retailers) comes with a ; ᾿ 4 
| removable zip satin pouch for : 
Se ee, TW essentials and has colour and Ὁ, 


sparkle aplenty to add holiday flash 
to any evening look. 


@ Goth or oe The lace on 

slack Stilettos ($99, Aldo) 
can take your isk ‘either way. And 
because you'll only wear them at a 
party, the vertiginous heel and 
pointy toe shouldn’t be too much 
of a problem. 


urizer ($19, drugstores) 
Πρ ἤε γος with omega 3 and 6 fatty 
acids while caffeine extracts 
lighten dark circles that result from 
attending too many parties (like 
that concept even exists). 


QWith new y Nights 

Shimr ray Gel ($6, drugstores) 
the hair scientists at Herbal Essence 
have magically united the control 
of gel with the glamour of gold. 
It’s like walking around with a 
permanent spotlight trained on 


your head. Your hair has a mind of its own. 


"παν Sometimes you need a little Finesse, sometimes you need a lot. 
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BONUS FEATURES 
& IZZOQ & 220» Deleted = priory scenes AVAILABLE AT . 
Featurettes: WAL*‘M ART 
“Life on the Naked Mile” 


“Yoga Guide for Getting Girls” WE SELL FOR LESS, EVERY DAY™ 
And More! 


UNIVERSAL 


*offer available up to 60 days after release date, with proof of current retail price. Offer is limited to retailers within local market only. © 2006 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved. 
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©2006 LG Electronics Inc. LG Logo and Chocolate Logo are trademarks of LG Electronics Inc. 
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famous | last! words | 


HEATH LEDGER “In Australia, | grew ΤῈΣ γτ Mente ΟΥ̓ΤΙΊΝ1 IT RDECLAD LC 
up singing ‘dashing through the snow’ | | NJ B / & ra S Γ' z N ΤΠ I) Γ' aw awe 
standing around a barbecue...in shorts 

and flip-flops, wondering where all the 

Snow was.” 


FELICITY HUFFMAN “1 usually 
give money to an environmental cause, 
like Greenpeace, and send a card 
acknowledging that to the people 

| care about.” 


GWYNETH PALTROW “| give gifts 
people can use; no one needs a ceramic 
turtle! Some people want a gift certificate, 
but | try to make it specific to the person 


— maybe sending them on a trip.” 
TALK ABUT HILARY DUFF “When | really wanted a 
CH RISTMAS sewing machine for Christmas, my 


BY SUSAN GRANGER boyfriend bought me one. | love clothes 
and | wanted to make mine. | know it’s so 


dorky but | love sewing at home and 
knitting on an airplane.” 


JULIA ROBERTS “1 always have 


chocolate pie for Christmas, with pecans. 
It’s very Southern.” 


QUEEN LATIFAH “| take my family on 
vacation every Christmas and New Year’s. 
But | also go to Wal-Mart and get a bunch 
of gift certificates. These are great for 
someone like me. People think | already 
have everything, but there’s always some 
simple thing you need.” 


EVA MENDES “1 love fake Christmas 
trees. They have nostalgia for me. Growing 
up, | always had one. We were poor and 
they're cheaper to keep year after year.” 


NATASHA RICHARDSON “| always 
cook a traditional British Christmas dinner 
of turkey, chestnut stuffing, Brussels 
Sprouts, roast potatoes, Fortnum & 
Mason's pickled walnuts, mince meat pie 
and a Christmas pudding with coins 
tucked inside.” 


GARRISON KEILLOR “A lovely thing 
about Christmas is that it’s compulsory, 
like a thunderstorm, and we all go through 
it together.” 


“| like to knit scarves for people all year long and 
stockpile them for Christmas giving.” 


PHOTO BY RANDALL MICHELSON/WIREIMAGE 
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Mastercard PlY¥pass” 


The preferred card of 


entertainment 
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FAMOUS PLAYERS CINEPLEX ODEON 


© 2006 MasterCard. ® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. 
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there are some things money can’t ble for everything else there’s MasterCard.™ 


